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Halton Quilters Guild is celebrating  
45 years of quilting and friendship!  

President’s Message                                        Leann Goodall 

It was so exciting to see so many members in person at the Mainway 
Arena for our September meeting.  It was wonderful seeing all of you 
and getting to see your finished quilts in real life. 
 

I was glad that several more were able to join us via Zoom.  While we 
did experience a few technical issues with our hybrid meeting, we did 
overcome them and now know what to do (and not do) for the next one.  
Thank you for all your hard work, Cheryl! 
 

I want to thank everyone for participating in the topic chats and for 
providing valuable feedback to the Executive with respect to how the 
Guild should direct its resources in the next couple of years.  
 

As a final note, we still have two important Executive positions to fill:  
Vice President and Newsletter Distribution.  If you are interested, 
please contact Darla Youldon (Past President).  

Keep calm and sew on!          Leann 

  

 October 6, 2022 
 

Meetings are held monthly 
on the first Thursday. 

 

 

In-person  
Mainway Arena  
(Auditorium)  

4015 Mainway Drive, 
Burlington 

 

6:30 p.m. — doors open  
7:00 p.m. — meeting  

 

Zoom  
A link to the meeting   

will be sent out to 
members via email. 

 

Guests may join us for $5.   

Send a request via the HQG 

Facebook page or email 

haltonquilters@gmail.com. 
 

Next Meeting:  

November  3
rd

 

www.haltonquiltersguild.ca 

Have a question for the Halton Quilters Guild?    

Send an email to haltonquilters@gmail.com  

What to bring to the meeting:    
 

 

Your name tag   

$$$ to renew your membership / 50/50 draw 

Block of the Month for October  

Comfort Quilts    Halton Hearts 

Sew and Share     “Free Table” Items 

Tea/coffee will be served so bring a mug! 

PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE – 2022/2023    Leann Goodall 
 

Halton Quilters Guild is celebrating  

45 years of quilting and friendship! 
 

Quilt Challenge - Create a quilt with the theme of “Sapphire – Our 

45
th

 Anniversary”.  Interpret this in any way that inspires you.    
 

Guild Spirit Challenge - This part of the challenge is tied to our Guild 

Objectives, with points awarded based on members’ contributions    

towards these objectives.   

 

See page 4 (September Snippets) for further details.   
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Are you thinking about helping YOUR guild?   

            Do you have any questions?  
 

Three positions on the 2022 / 2023 Guild Executive 

(see above) remain to be filled  
 

Please contact Darla Youldon, Past President 

 Halton Quilters Guild 2022 - 2023  
 

Officers of the Executive 
 

President                           Leann Goodall      

Vice-President                                  TO BE FILLED 

Secretary    Joanne Ellis 

Treasurer     Johanne Prevost 

Past President     Darla Youldon 

Committee Chairs 
 

50 / 50 Draw     Susan Carter and Patricia Phillips 
 

Block of the Month    Janet Fisher and Sheila Keating 
 

Membership     Marilyn McKague and Debbie Biller    
New Member      Sue Curran, Gloria Bilous and        
Ambassadors    Joanne Ellis 
 

Newsletter / Advertising   Susan Atherton 
Newsletter Distribution   TO BE FILLED 
 

Outreach (Comfort Quilts)   Kay Boyd and Susan Curran 

Outreach (Neonatal)    Ermy Akers and Pamela Simons 

Outreach (Quilts of Valour)   Alison McDonald (contact person)  

 

Photographer / Historian   Desiree Thyme 
 

Programme     Cheryl Laine 
 

Social      Katalin Lawford +  TO BE FIILLED  
 

Social Media (Facebook)   Cheryl Laine and Susan Atherton 

Social Media (Website)   Susan Atherton 

 

Workshops / Quilt Along   Katherine Hunter 
Sew Days     Mindy Hewitt 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

 

Please send submissions for  

November’s Snippets  

by Friday, October 21st. 
 

Susan Atherton,  Editor 

Newsletter Distribution 
 

 

Email:   Please let me know if 

you have any issues getting 

your copy of Snippets. 
   

Website:  Past issues are 

available on the guild website. 
 

www.haltonquiltersguild.ca 
 

Barb Ross / Susan Atherton 

Advertising Rates 

Susan Atherton   
Editor / Advertising Co-ordinator  
haltonquilters@gmail.com   

 

When visiting any of our  
advertisers, please let them 
know you saw their ad in this 
newsletter!  

Business card 

3 1/2” by 2” 

Quarter page 

3 1/2” by 4 3/4” 

Half page 

7 1/2” by 4 3/4” 

Full page 

7 1/2” by 9 1/2” 

$ 120 / yr. 

$   15 each 

$ 240 / yr. 

$   30 each 

$ 320 / yr. 

$   40 each 

$ 440 / yr. 

$  55 each 



 

 

 

Secretary                    Joanne Ellis 
 

 If you know of a guild member who would 

 appreciate receiving a sympathy or get well 

 card, please contact me via email or phone.   

Membership                                                               Marilyn McKague and Debbie Biller  
 

Our September meeting was a success!  Members were able to enter and find a 

table without the line-ups of past meetings.  We will continue this new way to track 

our attendance, renew, welcome guests, update information, and so on. 
 

Here are the new procedures: 
 

When you enter the arena, find a table and set down your things.  
 

Then pick-up name badges and new memberships cards from the table near the entrance door. 
 

There will be a sign-in sheet at your table.  Please print your name (easier to read!) for our records. 
 

If you are unsure, please ask.  We will be near the door to answer questions. 
 

RENEWALS AT THE MEETING:  At your table you will find envelopes.  Please make your cheque 

payable to the Halton Quilters Guild and print your name along with any membership information 

that needs updating on the envelope.  A form is not required for renewals. 
 

NEW MEMBERSHIPS AT THE MEETING:  Please complete an application form and enclose it in 

an envelope with your cheque payable to the Halton Quilters Guild. 
 

GUESTS:  Those who did not prepay may also use an envelope to pay the 5.00 fee and record their 

name, address, and phone number on the outside of the envelope. 
 

A member of the Membership Committee will visit the tables to pass out the door prize tickets.  The 

envelopes will be picked up after intermission. 
 

NOT ATTENDING BUT WISH TO RENEW OR JOIN?  

Etransfer your membership fee to haltonquilters@gmail.com     OR   

Send your cheque payable to the Halton Quilters Guild to the Treasurer c/o Halton Quilters Guild, 

3023 New St., PO Box 91540, Burlington, ON L7R 4L6.   
 

We were delighted to welcome nine new and returning members at the September meeting - Yellie 

Bick, Carol Coleman, Mandie Eddie, Gail Jackson, Paula Perri, Wendy Rajotte, Terese Ranali, 

Janice Simpson and Susan Woodhead.  As always, our guild is happy to have new people join us, 

so please continue to spread the word!    
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MEMBERS 

$40.00 

HQG “Snips” 
 

Please remember that we have some members 

with an extreme sensitivity to scent.   
 

Sew and Share  If not attending in person, please 

send photos of your quilts to Desiree Thyme. 
 

50/50 Draw  Congratulations to Joann Hand who 

won $80.00  at the September meeting. 
                          Susan Carter and Patricia Phillips 
 

Halton Hearts   Kits will be available at October’s 

meeting.             Ermy Akers and Pamela Simons 
 

New Member Ambassadors  New members are 

reminded to pick up their gift at the meeting. 

       Gloria Bilous, Sue Curran and Joanne Ellis   

95 members 
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Programme                    OCTOBER 6, 2022 - 7:00 p.m.                        Cheryl Laine 

 

Longtime HQG member Judy Lyons will share her trunk show at the October guild meeting.  Judy  

has a fabulous collection of quilts that she has purchased from the Trend Tex quilt challenge at 

Quilt Canada starting back in 1999.  As a quilt appraiser, Judy has a unique perspective as to what 

makes these quilts special and the history behind them.  This will be a great evening as it is our first 

in person trunk show in a loooong time! 
 

We will be sharing the meeting again via Zoom for those who are 

not able to attend in person.  As before, the link will be emailed to 

all members.  For those members on Zoom, I will ensure that you 

will be able to talk amongst yourselves this time.  
 

Thank you to everyone who joined us either in-person or on Zoom 

last month.  It was great to see you all.  We’d like to know how you 

found the meeting from your perspective.  Please send me an email 

with any suggestions or challenges you may have had.  

By appointment 
(905) 639-2441 

judy.lyons35@gmail.com 
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Outreach           Quilts bring comfort … one quilt at a time                      
 

One common thread among quilt guilds is the Outreach Committee which is responsible 
for providing quilts to those in need of comfort.  The gift of a quilt brightens the bad days 
and acts as a comforting reminder of the kindness of others.  
 

An important aim and objective of our guild is to "participate in community projects”. 
We have a proud history of making these "comfort quilts" and providing an important service to our 
community, donating quilts to local groups who make a difference and to individuals in need of comfort.  

Comfort Quilts                               Kay Boyd and Sue Curran 

   

 We do not expect to meet or even hear from the recipient of the Comfort Quilts that 

 we make.  But on occasion there is a personal connection that reminds us that the time 

 and effort we put into making the quilts has offered much needed comfort. 
                                 

 Thank you to Marlene McDaniel for sharing the following story with us.    
 

Recently an event with our dear friend and neighbour made me really appreciate how important it is 

for our guild members to make Comfort Quilts. 
 

Our neighbour from across the street was at Carpenter Hospice and was given a quilt as his leaving 

quilt after he passed away recently. I had made him a quilt while he was at home after chemotherapy 

and he used it  all the time as he was very cold as a side effect of the treatments.  
 

Later he went to Carpenter Hospice for his final days where his wife was offered a Leaving Quilt, to 

be draped over the body when departing the Hospice.  She picked a very bright coloured quilt, as it 

reminded her of the colourful golf shirts that he wore.  
 

This photo shows the quilt she picked for his leaving.  She 

brought it over to show me and I immediately recognized the 

HQG label, and remembered it was one that Katherine 

Hunter had made.  My neighbour is absolutely thrilled with   

it and reached out to Katherine to thank her.  
 

Katherine did an amazing job and now his wife has two  

quilts as keepsakes.  This work by our guild members   

touches so many hearts, and in this case I can share how 

much it meant to her family at a very difficult time.  
 

(Thank to Northcott  for the donation of fabrics used to  

make this and many other Comfort Quilts.  Katherine Hunter) 
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Workshops     Workshops!  Workshops!  Workshops!                  Katherine Hunter 
 

We have a full slate of workshops for this guild year.  Many thanks to the members who have offered 

their talents to lead these 'shops.  Sign-up sheets will be available at the guild meetings.  If you are 

joining us via Zoom, and would like to participate (in-person) in a workshop, please email me.  My 

email is on the membership list.   
 

Some of the workshops will require you to bring your sewing regalia (machine, thread, scissors, and  

fabrics required, etc.).  A few workshops will have all supplies on hand and only need you to bring 

the equipment you will need to sew, cut, or glue.  Contacts for each workshop are listed below.  If 

you have any questions or concerns, please contact the workshop leader.  Their emails are on the 

membership list. 
 

Note:  Most workshops will take place in the Halton Police Community Room at Sixth Line and   

Dundas (west of the Walmart/Super Store plaza).  The February workshop is our annual Comfort 

Quilt Sew Day with the location TBA. 
 

OCTOBER 20 (Thursday) - Stack ‘n’ Whack with Gloria Bilous   
                                              Participants must bring the required fabric. 
 

NOVEMBER 17 (Thursday) - Christmas Ornaments with Marilyn McKague and Katherine Hunter 
 

DECEMBER 3 (Saturday) - 3D Christmas Tree with Sue Curran 
 

JANUARY (Date TBA) - Jellyroll Placemats with Katherine Hunter 
 

FEBRUARY 2 (Thursday) - Comfort Quilt in a Day with Marilyn McKague (Location TBA) 
     Members are invited to join us for a day of sewing and good company!  No sign up is required.  

     All supplies will be provided by the Comfort Quilt Committee. 

     Please bring your sewing machine and sewing kits.   
 

MARCH (Date TBA) - Paper Piecing with Annette Guenther 
 

APRIL (Date TBA) -  Hand Applique with Valerie Prosser / Machine Applique with TBA 
 

MAY (Date TBA) - Quilt as You Go with Sue Paquette 
 

JUNE (Date TBA) - Fabric Quilted Postcards and Envelopes with Katherine Hunter 
     All the supplies will be provided. 
 

Space in each workshop is limited to 15 people.  If you sign up, please commit to that date and 

workshop.  If you are unable to attend, please let us know in good time so that those on the waiting 

list may be accommodated. 
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Sew Days … or Day Retreats!!                        Mindy Hewitt 

Sew Days are such fun … a mini-retreat!  Quilters may choose to bring their UFOs or relax and do 

some handwork.  As the room's capacity is limited to 20 people, the October 27th date is full but I 

will take names for a waiting list in the event there are cancellations! 
 

Two more dates have been arranged - Tuesday, November 22nd and Saturday, December 17th  

from 9 am to 4pm (or any portion) at District 3 Police Station at 3800 Constable Henshaw Blvd. 

(Highway 5 and Walkers Line) in Burlington.   
 

Please contact me by email or by phone, and I will add your name to the list (or waiting list if  more 

than 20 members wish to sign up). 
 

I am looking forward to sewing, chatting, and, of course, laughing with everyone! 



 

 

Quilt Along                    Katherine Hunter 
 
 

The results are in!!  The Mystery Quilt is out and the 'Quilt Along' is in.  Many members responded 

that they would prefer to see what the finished product would be before committing to a month-by-

month project.  It’s much easier to anticipate what fabrics will work and do any tweaks to make it 

smaller / larger or add borders. 
 

This year we will be making a 30-block quilt that will measure approximately 72.5” X 72.5”.  This is a 

great quilt to use up scrap fabrics.  You will need a base fabric (white, black, or any neutral colour) 

that will work for the entire quilt.  I used up a lot of small pieces of tone-on-tone white as the      

background for each block and plan to use black as the background as I make another along with 

participants.  You will also need six colours – those of the rainbow – red, orange, yellow, green, 

blue, and purple.  Again, I used different scraps for each block.   
 

Each month you will get a pattern for a 12.5” block and be asked to make 6 blocks – one for each 

colour of the 'rainbow'.  There will be no paper-piecing or applique and you will fall in love with Half 

Square Triangles (HST)!  At the end of six months, the assembly instructions will be given and you 

may choose to add extra borders. 
 

Instructions for the first month's block can be picked up at the guild meeting on October 6th.  If you 

are joining via Zoom and wish to participate, please email me and I will send a copy of the block  

pattern to you. 
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NEWSFLASH!  Our PENNY SALE is back!  
 

 

Can you believe it?  Our popular Penny Sale is 

back and will take place at the November 3rd 

meeting.  So please look around your home 

and perhaps you will find some items that you 

no longer want but someone else might enjoy!   

 

So do some purging before more “stuff” comes 

in at Xmas!  There may be 

some items from your stash or  

“treasures” that you realize you 

won’t miss at all. 
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Block of the Month                       Janet Fisher and Sheila Keating 

OCTOBER - Autumn Colours    
One Step or Building Blocks  

Please use different autumn colours to make this 9 1/2” scrappy block.  
 

ONE STEP BLOCK   
For one block, you will need 3 different fabrics 
cut:   2 ½” x 10” strip 
 2 ½” x 7 ½” strip  
 7 ½ “ x 7 ½” square  
 

OR  
 

BUILDING BLOCKS 
For three blocks, use three 10” squares of different autumn fabrics.  
 

Stack and cut off 2 ½” x 10” strip; turn the remainder. 
 

Cut off 2 ½” x 7 ½” strip; the remainder should be 7 ½” square.  
 

Mix up fabric so there is one colour of each fabric for a block.  
 

Sew 7 ½” strip to the 7 ½” square; then sew the 10” strip to the right 

side of both, using a ¼” seam allowance.  
 

Finish by trimming the 10” to match the rest of the block at 9 ½”  
 

Assembly:   All the blocks are laid out in same direction with the small  

7 ½” strip at the top. 

NOVEMBER - English Garden at Christmas 
Please note that seams will be on the bias.   

Try not to the stretch the seams when making this  12 1/2” block.   
 

You will need:  

one 10” square in green Christmas fabric 

one 10” square in white or cream fabric / can be tone on tone  

eight 2 ½” squares in red Christmas print 
 

Layer the green and white squares with the right sides facing.  

Sew using a ¼” seam allowance around the outer edge.  

Mark an X diagonally on the back of white fabric and cut along lines.  

This will make 4 half square triangles (HSTs).  
 

Square the HSTs to 6 ½”.  
 

Mark a diagonal on the back of all red 2 ½” squares.  This will be a 

a sewing line.  
 

Snowball 2 corners on the seam side of the green and white HST. 
 

Assembly:  Trim extra fabric and press.  

With the squares alternating starting with the white in the upper left 

corner, sew together to make the Christmas block. 



 

 

THE TEC FILES                 Paul Taylor 

 Episode 8:  Preparing Your Machine for Service 

What a technician wants you to include with the machine may depend on your specific machine … 
what (if anything) is wrong with it, how he or she evaluates the machine, what accessories the shop 
already has, and possible other factors. The following list is just a starting point - your technician or 
dealer may have additional requirements. 

1) STITCH PLATES  At a minimum, all technicians need a zig-zag plate because we don't simply 
sew straight stitches and assume the machine is good.  We may want your straight-stitch plate AS 
WELL, if you have one.  This is especially true if you're having trouble with free-motion sewing, or if 
an embroidery stitch-out is required.  Even if you use your combination machine for embroidery only 
and always use a straight-stitch plate, your technician may need your zig-zag plate for diagnostic 
and adjustment purposes. 

2) PRESSER FEET  At a minimum, we need a flat-bottom zig-zag foot, with no 'tunnel' on the bottom 
and no edge guide, for testing straight and zig-zag stitches.  I also test overlock, decorative, alphabet, 
and buttonhole stitches if the machine has them.  For these I need the additional kinds of feet that 
are specifically designed for these stitches.  I've experienced both poor stitch quality and nasty 
thread jams when trying to "make do" with the wrong foot, so now I insist on having the correct feet 
for the job.  If you're in doubt about these feet, check your user manual or ask me about them when 
you make an appointment. 

3) FOOT PEDAL  You might be one of those people who use the start/stop button and never use 
the foot pedal.  But chances are that your tech ISN'T one of those people.  We may be rapidly 
changing the speed of your machine for troubleshooting or testing purposes.  We may also be doing 
sewing tests that require both hands on the fabric.  And, if only for the purpose of safety, we need 
the ability to stop the machine immediately without fumbling for a button.  Of course, embroidery-
only machines don't have foot pedals, so they're exempt from this requirement. 

Some shops want your foot pedal, while others have their own.  I ask for the customer's foot pedal 
even when I have my own, because I blow the dust out of them and give them a good external 
cleaning.  And of course if you're having problems with the foot pedal, it needs to be included with 
the machine. 

4) POWER CORD  If your machine has a foot  
pedal and a power cord that are entirely separate 
from each other, the technician may take the foot 
pedal but not the power cord - that makes one 
less accessory to keep track of. 

5) LUGGAGE AND CASES  Policies on these 
vary.  I personally try to avoid soft luggage, as it 
takes up extra space and may make transporting 
up and down stairs awkward.  I usually like having 
hard cases though, because they protect the      
machine, help keep accessories together and sometimes make the machine easier to handle.  
Some shops may want the machine only, without luggage, hard cases, or accessory trays. 

6) EMBROIDERY ACCESSORIES  Some machines are capable of both embroidery and regular 
sewing.  If the machine is just in the shop for a maintenance service, embroidery accessories usually 
aren't needed.  If you're experiencing problems that are specific to embroidering, then the technician 
will want the embroidery arm.  S/he may also want some or all of the following: a hoop or hoops; a 
stitch sample showing the problem you're experiencing; a spool of the upper thread and a bobbin of 
the bobbin fill you used; fabric and/or stabilizer; and the specific embroidery design in question. 

                Wait!  There’s more on the next page !!! 
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Have you anything to say?  

 This is YOUR newsletter so have 

 your say in what you want to see in 

 future issues—anecdotes (short or 

 long), photos, ideas for features.  

 PLEASE think about sharing YOUR 

 photos and stories. 
 
 

 Please email your comments, 

 photos or stories to the Editor.                  

                            Susan Atherton 

7) THREAD  Most shops will use their own thread and fabric for testing and stitch-outs.  Some of us 
like to see what a customer is using as we can then catch potential problems that we would other-
wise miss.  For example, I sometimes see stack-wound spools being used on horizontal spool pins 
where cross-wound thread should be used.  I've seen thread caps that may be inappropriately sized 
or positioned and are causing the thread to snag on either the cap itself or on the spool. 

8) BOBBINS  I have bobbins for most machines, and I suspect most other shops are the same.  
Nevertheless, it's best if you include a bobbin - just be prepared to lose whatever thread is on it if the 
technician DOES use it.  Bobbins are another place where we catch mistakes - sometimes we find 
that a customer is using the wrong type of bobbin. 

9) STITCH SAMPLES  If your machine is not stitching correctly, a sample of the fault can be very 
useful.  That's especially true in those all-too-frequent situations where the technician tests your  
machine and says "it stitches just fine for me"! 

10) OWNER'S MANUALS  I seldom want these, and I suspect most techs feel the same.  We can 
usually find the information we need online.  That said, I've occasionally been happy to have the 
manual in my hands. 

I've probably missed a few things in the list above, but it's a start… 

(Editor:  And what a start, Paul!  Thank you!)   

www.sanityhill.ca 

 

   It’s amazing how an 

ugly block becomes a swan  

   when put into a quilt! 
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 Are you interested in receiving 
 the Northcott Monthly Newsletter? 
  

 Visit www.northcott.com, click on 
 “About Us” and then click on 
 “Contact Us” to sign up. 
 

 Get news from Northcott right to your 
 inbox!  See the latest collections 
 shipped to stores, get free patterns, 
 hear about the latest news as well as 
 enjoy sneak peek highlights about 
 upcoming collections and events. 



 

 

Planning a road trip this fall?  Why not visit a quilt shop or TWO  

… and remember to mention you saw their ad in Snippets!   

 

BURLINGTON The Quilt Store 1-695 Plains Rd. East, Burlington / 905-631-0894  

COOKSTOWN Country Concessions 35 King St. North, Cookstown / 705-458-4546      

HAMILTON        Hamilton Sewing 1564 Main St. West, Hamilton / 905-527-6794 

PARIS         Heirloom Treasures 132 Governors Rd. East, Paris / 519-774-5164      

SHAKESPEARE      The Quilt Place 3991 Perth Rd. 107, Shakespeare / 519-625-8435 

ST. CATHARINES    Kindred Spirits Quilt Co. 211 Martindale Rd., St. Catharines / 905-397-9500 

ST. CATHARINES Up Yur Quilt 395 Ontario St., St. Catharines / 289-362-1443 

ST. MARYS        Kalidoscope of Quilts 17528 Elginfield Rd., St. Marys / 226-661-4004    

STRATFORD             Ye Olde Fabric Shoppe 327 Erie St., Stratford / 519-273-5773 

TEESWATER Sanity Hill Fabrics 3855 Bruce Rd. 4, Formosa/Teeswater / 519-392-6046 

 

OTHER ADVERTISER SERVICES: 

BURLINGTON Compass Quilt Company (longarm service)  289-230-4310 

BURLINGTON Kay’s Quilting & Long Arm Service  H 905-332-0363 / C 289-439-2388 

BURLINGTON Honeybee Quilt Studio (longarm service)   

BURLINGTON Judy Lyons, Quilt Appraiser  905-639-2441   

BURLINGTON          Sew Tec (sewing machine repairs)  905-638-3814  

BURLINGTON         Darla Youldon, ReMax  289-888-1987 
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Upcoming 2022 / 2023 Quilting Events    

2022 

Nov. 11/12  A Celebration of Quilts X1V 

                                York Heritage Quilters Guild, Toronto 

2023 

March 24/25  Quilt Fever, Etobicoke QG,  

May 26 to 28  Superior Quilt Show, Thunder Bay QG, Thunder Bay 

June 2 to 4  Quilts Kinston Show and Sale, Limestone QG / Kingston Heirloom Quilters 

June 8 to 10  Quilt Canada 2023, Halifax, Nova Scotia   
 

HQG Members!  If you learn of any quilt shows, please let me know.                       Susan Atherton 

tel:9056310894

