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Halton Quilters Guild is celebrating  
45 years of quilting and friendship!  

President’s Message                                    Leann Goodall 

As I write this, it looks like it will be a white Christmas.  There are 

snowdrifts, howling winds and deeply cold temperatures, so I'm  

snuggled under a quilt and keeping warm.   
 

My thoughts have automatically gone to our amazing Comfort Quilts 

programme and all the work our members have done this past year.  

In 2022 we delivered 190 quilts to our Community Partners!  Right 

now there are children and adults warm under the quilts that our 

members have made.  Our quilts are in hospitals, hospices and first 

ever safe homes.  People all throughout the city know someone 

cared enough to make and give a quilt.  That's powerful stuff.  Keep 

up the good work! 
 

Thanks to the continued generosity of our members, through the  

Penny Sale and Looney Auction, we have also raised funds to  

donate towards feeding our community … $500 to the Burlington 

Food Bank and $825 to the Compassion Society of Halton.   

Both charities are extremely grateful for our contributions as they 

struggle to meet the needs of so many this month.  The good work 

these groups are doing cannot be understated.  These groups are 

literally keeping people from going hungry. 
 

I'm so proud to be part of the Halton Quilters Guild and even more so 

this year as your President.  Happy holidays, everyone, and see you 

in January!                                          Leann 

  

 January 5, 2023 

 

Meetings are held monthly 
on the first Thursday. 

 

 

Meeting In-person 
and on Zoom  

this month  
 

Mainway Arena  
(Auditorium)  

4015 Mainway Drive, 
Burlington 

 

Doors open:  6:30 p.m.  
Meeting :  7:00 p.m. 

  
Guests may join us for $5.   

Send a request via our 

Facebook page or email 

haltonquilters@gmail.com 
 

Next Meeting:   

February 2
nd 

WEBSITE: 
www.haltonquiltersguild.ca 
 
EMAIL: 
haltonquilters@gmail.com 

What to bring to the January meeting:       
 

Your name tag  

Outreach items - Comfort Quilts, Halton Hearts 

$$ for the 50/50 Draw 

Sew and Share  

Block of the Month for January  

“Free Table” Items  
 

Members with surnames beginning with A, B, C and D 

are to bring treats for the meeting. 
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             OPEN 2022/2023 EXECUTIVE POSITIONS  
 

We are eager to fill our 4 vacant positions. 
 

Vice-President 

Newsletter Distribution* 

                           Social                  50/50 Draw 
 

Please contact Darla Youldon (Past President) to learn more! 

 Halton Quilters Guild 2022 - 2023  
 

Officers of the Executive 
 

President                           Leann Goodall      

Vice-President                                  NEEDS TO BE FILLED 

Secretary    Joanne Ellis 

Treasurer     Susan Carter 

Past President     Darla Youldon 

Committee Chairs 
 

50 / 50 Draw     Patricia Phillips +  NEEDS TO BE FIILLED   
 

Block of the Month    Janet Fisher and Sheila Keating 
 

Membership     Marilyn McKague, Debbie Biller and  
        and Donna Anthony  
New Member      Sue Curran, Gloria Bilous and        
Ambassadors    Joanne Ellis 
 

Newsletter / Advertising   Susan Atherton 
Newsletter Distribution   NEEDS TO BE FILLED 
 

Outreach (Comfort Quilts)   Kay Boyd and Sue Curran 

Outreach (Neonatal)    Ermy Akers and Pamela Simons 

Outreach (Quilts of Valour)   see page 5  
 

Photographer / Historian   Desiree Thyme 
 

Programme     Cheryl Laine 
 

Social      Katalin Lawford +  NEEDS TO BE FIILLED  
 

Social Media (Facebook)   Cheryl Laine and Susan Atherton 

Social Media (Website)   Susan Atherton 
 

Workshops / Quilt Along   Katherine Hunter 
Sew Days     Mindy Hewitt 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

 

Please send submissions for  

February’s Snippets  

by Friday. January 20th. 
 

Susan Atherton,  Editor 

Newsletter Distribution 
 

 

Email:   Please let us know if 

you have any issues getting 

your copy of Snippets. 
   

Website:  Past issues are 

available on the guild website. 
 

www.haltonquiltersguild.ca 
 

Barb Ross  NEEDS TO BE FILLED 

Advertising Rates 

When visiting our advertisers, 
please let them know you saw 
their ad in this newsletter!  
 

Susan Atherton   
Editor / Advertising Co-ordinator  
haltonquilters@gmail.com   

Business card 

3 1/2” by 2” 

Quarter page 

3 1/2” by 4 3/4” 

Half page 

7 1/2” by 4 3/4” 

Full page 

7 1/2” by 9 1/2” 

$ 120 / yr. 

$   15 each 

$ 240 / yr. 

$   30 each 

$ 320 / yr. 

$   40 each 

$ 440 / yr. 

$  55 each 



 

 

 

Secretary                                      Joanne Ellis 
 

If you know of a guild member who would appreciate receiving a sympathy or get well card, please 

contact me via email or phone.   

Membership                                  Marilyn McKague, Debbie Biller and Donna Anthony 
 

We will continue to place the sign-in sheets on the tables.  Please come to the 
membership desk if you are picking up badges or membership cards.  If you 
brought a guest for the evening, please visit us to sign them in. 

If there is any change in your information on the Membership List, please email 
one of us with the new information so we can ensure the list is up-to-date. 

At the December meeting we were delighted to welcome Michelle Stilton back. 
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MEMBERS 

$40.00 

HQG “Snips” 

50/50 Draw   Remember to bring loonies, toonies and small bills and try to win some funds to help 

pay January’s bills!  Tickets are 2/$1, 5/$2 and 20/$5!  Best of luck to everyone!                    

Please consider volunteering to help me sell the tickets at the meetings.  It’s a time commitment of 

only once a month!                 Patricia Phillips + TO BE FILLED 
 

Membership List   Please keep your list handy for reference as the phone numbers and email    

addresses of members are not put in the newsletter for safety reasons.                    Susan Atherton 
 

Halton Hearts   Kits will be available at the January meeting.          Ermy Akers and Pamela Simons 
 

Snippets  This is YOUR newsletter so have your say in what you want to see in future issues - photos, 

anecdotes (short or long), ideas for features.                                                                 Susan Atherton 

120 members 

Sew and Share              Desiree Thyme 
 

Photos of items presented at Sew and Share are posted to the HQG website and its Facebook page 

for members.  If you do not wish to have your quilt photographed and shared, please mention this 

as you are presenting your quilt.  Zoom members, please indicate in your email if you do not consent 

to your quilt photo being shared online. 

 

Social                                           Katalin Lawford 
 

Members with surnames A, B, C and D are asked to provide the “treats” for the January meeting.  
Please label if gluten-free or with nuts.  Coffee and tea will be provided.  Please bring your own mug. 

Editor:  Do YOU enjoy having refreshments at the monthly meetings?  Katalin needs one or two 
members to assist with setting out the refreshments and quick cleanup afterwards.  PLEASE HELP!    
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Programme                      January 5, 2023                                 Cheryl Laine   

   Corey Ralph - “Boys on the Block 1- Quilting through the Eyes of a Guy”  

(In-person and on Zoom) 
 

  Corey Ralph teaches quilting both in person and virtually, 

  allowing him to share quilting from the male perspective. 

  In his presentation/trunk show Corey will discuss his  

  quilting journey and the friends he has made along the 

  way along with those who inspire his work.   

Visit sewmanlyquilting.com  to learn more about Corey and his quilts! 
 

Corey lives in Edmonton so he will be presenting via Zoom.  We will share his presentation via the 

big screen at the Mainway arena for those who are attending in person.   
 

IF the weather or road conditions are poor, which often happens January and February (and as 

recently experienced, in December, too), we will have the ability to be 100% Zoom only.  Members 

will be notified via email if the in-person meeting is cancelled. 
 

There have been many challenges sharing the audio of what is happening in the actual meeting  

itself.  We now have an extra microphone and are hoping there will be an improved connection so 

those members on Zoom can hear better.   
 

That being said, we are planning to return to the regular format in March.  January and February 

will be our last Zoom meetings.  Many members have found the hybrid format very distracting to 

the flow of the meeting.  So, if you have any suggestions for local quilters as our guest speakers, 

please contact me via email with this information.  

www.sanityhill.ca 

My friend told me holds a world record in quilt 
making. 
I suspect his whole story is fabricated. 
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Outreach           Quilts bring comfort … one quilt at a time                      
 

One common thread among quilt guilds is the Outreach Committee which is responsible 
for providing quilts to those in need of comfort.  The gift of a quilt brightens the bad days 
and acts as a comforting reminder of the kindness of others.  
 

An important aim and objective of our guild is to "participate in community projects”. 
We have a proud history of making these "comfort quilts" and providing an important service to our 
community, donating quilts to local groups who make a difference and to individuals in need of comfort.  

Comfort Quilts                                          Kay Boyd and  Sue Curran 

  What an amazing year!  What an amazing group of quilters! 

  HQG members made and donated 190 Comfort Quilts to 

  local community groups.  I posted several photos on our 

  members’ Facebook page but not everyone will have seen 

  them so here are a few of the special moments that I felt  

  privileged to experience on your behalf!   
 ————————————————_____________________________________________________________________________———————————-    

  Labels for Comfort Quilts are now available from Kay or Sue. 

Quilts by the Bay (Nova Scotia)            Valerie Bennett 

During the pandemic I happened upon Friday Night Frenzy on Facebook Live.  Debra Howard, 

owner of a small quilt store In Digby, Nova Scotia, was selling her fabric and ended the show with 

Quilt Bingo and fabric prizes to be won.  
 

To give back to the community Debra decided to 

give a quilt to a charity.  For $10 participants were 

sent two pieces of fabric to make a 12.5 inch block 

to be returned to Debra to complete.  Participants 

had their name put in a draw to win a quilt on the 

condition that the quilt was to be given to a charity.  

Debra thought she would be making one quilt but 

instead had enough blocks to make FOUR!   
 

My name was drawn and I received this beautiful 

queen sized quilt in the mail.  I contacted Kay who 

suggested it be given to a charity as a special auction item.  I’m hoping this brings much needed 

funds to some organization, and look forward to hearing the amount of money it raises. 

Quilts of Valour - Canada has a goal - to have presented 20,000 quilts to CAF members, and it 

 certainly appears that it will be reached in 2023 - only 218 to go! 

 Visit their website www.quiltsofvalour.ca to read testimonials, 

 see photos of some recipients with their quilts and learn more about 

 the QOV- Canada Society.  If you have any questions or quilts you 

 wish to donate, contact Alison McDonald, Regional Representative 

 for Hamilton and the surrounding area. 
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Workshops              Katherine Hunter 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28 - Jellyroll Placemats with Katherine Hunter 
(Halton Police Community Room at Post Road and Dundas - west of the Loblaws Superstore mall)   
 

FEBRUARY- TBA 
 

As always, mindful of our tricky winter weather, cancellations may happen at the last minute and I 

will try my best to let everyone know the night before if the workshop is a 'go'. 

 

 Did you hear about the guy that quit his job  

 at a quilt filling factory?   

 He said he was fed up of feeling down. 

 

  I'd like to say that ALL quilts are great … 
 

 

  but I try to avoid making blanket statements. 
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Sew Days   Start off the new year on the right foot!              Mindy Hewitt 

 

Come and relax after the hectic holidays by sewing with quilting friends.  Plan to start something 

new as I’m sure no one has any UFOs left to complete!  Everything was finished in 2022, right? 
 

Join us from 9 to 4 on Tuesday, January 24th and/or Tuesday, February 21st at the District 3 

Police Station (3800 Constable Henshaw Blvd., Highway 5 and Walkers Line) in Burlington. 
 

As before, the room's capacity is limited to 20 people, but I always take names for a waiting list in 

the event there are cancellations … hopefully none by Mother Nature!  Please contact me via email 

or phone, and I’ll add your name to the list (or waiting list if it becomes full). 
 

I am looking forward to sewing, chatting, and, of course, laughing with everyone! 
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Block of the Month                       Janet Fisher and Sheila Keating 

FEBRUARY - Valentine’s Day    

Congratulations to whoever won the 

blocks in the draw for December’s BoM.   
 

It’s certain a quilt made with all the  

colourful strips of fabric will help dispel 

the “January Blahs”! 
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By appointment 
(905) 639-2441 

judy.lyons35@gmail.com 

History               Desiree Thyme 

 

As this is our guild’s 45th anniversary, and many new members have joined in the past few years, it 

seems a good time to feature some of our history over the next few months.   
 

  In 1977 Rosemary Makhan founded the Halton Quilters Guild and became its 

  first President.  A very talented lady, Rosemary loved to share her passion of 

  quilting with other quilters.  Many of our members obtained their first quilting  

  experience from her classes. 
 

  Rosemary was also an award-winning quilt designer, author, lecturer and  

  teacher whose books and patterns were published by That Patchwork Place 

  and under her own label, Quilts by Rosemary.  
 

January 26, 2014 was a very sad day for the quilting community as a whole, and for our guild in  

particular, as we were saddened to lose Rosemary suddenly.  In 2015 the special exhibit 

at our Quilt Show honoured her memory with "Quilts by Rosemary Makhan - a Tribute".  

For those who had the pleasure of knowing her, Rosemary is remembered as a kind and 

gentle woman who was always willing to share her love of quilting. 



 

 

THE TEC FILES                 Paul Taylor 

 Episode 9:  Hanging by a Spool 

Part 1– Bits and Pieces 
 

We all know that the type and quality of thread we use is important.  But many barely give a thought to the 

spools themselves or to the pins, felt pads, caps, and nets that hold and help manage the thread.  These items 

aren't merely thread managers.  They can have an effect on the quality of your work, so paying attention to 

them is worthwhile.  Here, in Part One, I'll say a bit about each of them and how they can impact your sewing. 
 

SPOOLS     Thread spools come in many shapes and sizes, but may be broadly divided into two categories: 

cross-wound and stacked. The most common thread spools today are cross-wound, causing the thread to 

form an X-shaped pattern when viewed from the side.  These spools are meant to have the thread pulled off 

the end in such a way that the spool doesn't turn. This means that the spool wants to be either on a horizontal 

spool pin or on a thread stand.  Some spools may work well when used on a vertical spool pin, while others 

are likely to cause problems.  If you need to use a cross-wound spool on a vertical pin, keep a close watch on 

it to make sure the thread isn't falling down and getting wound around the pin. 
 

The original sewing spools - by now a couple of centuries old - were made of wood and were stack-wound. 

Eventually wood gave way to plastic, but the same basic form is still recognizable today in, for example, 

some Coats-brand thread spools.  This type of spool is meant to be mounted on a vertical pin, with the thread 

being pulled off the side and causing the spool to rotate.  The spool ends are often PURPOSELY SLICED to 

snag the thread, to prevent it from unravelling when not in use.  Even when that's not the case, the perimeter 

of the spool ends can be quite rough and may cause the thread to catch.  These spools are NOT suitable for 

use on horizontal pins or thread stands, and are likely to cause grief if used in this way. 
 

FELT SPOOL PADS     These go back to early days in sewing.  As a vertically-oriented spool turns, it scrapes 

against the part of the machine on which it sits.  This can damage the finish of the machine. More importantly, 

it adds drag, which can both increase upper thread tension and make it inconsistent.  A felt pad under the 

spool protects the machine, and makes the thread tension more consistent.  You might think that the effect  

of a felt pad on the thread tension is too small to worry about, and you may be right.  On the other hand, the 

spool pins of some older Pfaff machines were designed to rotate with the spool, allowing it to spin freely. 
 

SPOOL CAPS     Caps are mostly used on horizonal spool pins to keep the spool in place.  However, on 

some modern machines, they are also used at the bottom of a vertical pin as a place to rest a stack-wound 

spool.  They come in sizes to accommodate different spool diameters.  At the top end of a horizontal spool, a 

cap that's too big can be bad news.  It may cause the thread to come off the side of the spool instead of the 

side, making the spool rotate. This adds tension and jerkiness to the delivery of the thread. 
 

A nicked or damaged cap can also snag the thread, 

causing anything from inconsistent tension to a thread 

break.  Also, some combinations of spool caps, spool 

designs, and spool position can cause the thread to 

wind around the pin and/or the end of the spool.  I've 

experienced this myself on a few occasions.  The 

problem sometimes becomes worse as the spool gets 

smaller.  While you're sewing, it's always a good idea 

to look at the spool every once in a while to make sure 

the thread is feeding smoothly and behaving itself. 
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Interested in 

getting the  

newsletter 

from  

Northcott? 

  
Visit 
www.northcott.
com. 

  
Click on 

“About Us” 

and then click 

on “Contact 

Us” to sign 

up for the 

monthly 

newsletter. 

 

Get news from 

Northcott 

right to your 

inbox!  See 

the latest    

collections 

shipped to 

stores, get 

free patterns, 

hear about 

the latest 

news as well 

as enjoy 

sneak peek 

highlights 

about 

upcoming 

collections 

and events. 

 



 

 

Have the January Blahs?  Visit a quilt shop.  New fabric will lift your spirits! 
 

BURLINGTON The Quilt Store 1-695 Plains Rd. East, Burlington / 905-631-0894  

COOKSTOWN Country Concessions 35 King St. North, Cookstown / 705-458-4546      

HAMILTON        Hamilton Sewing 1564 Main St. West, Hamilton / 905-527-6794 

PARIS         Heirloom Treasures 132 Governors Rd. East, Paris / 519-774-5164      

SHAKESPEARE      The Quilt Place 3991 Perth Rd. 107, Shakespeare / 519-625-8435 

ST. CATHARINES    Kindred Spirits Quilt Co. 211 Martindale Rd., St. Catharines / 905-397-9500 

ST. CATHARINES Up Yur Quilt 395 Ontario St., St. Catharines / 289-362-1443 

ST. MARYS        Kalidoscope of Quilts 17528 Elginfield Rd., St. Marys / 226-661-4004    

STRATFORD             Ye Olde Fabric Shoppe 327 Erie St., Stratford / 519-273-5773 

TEESWATER Sanity Hill Fabrics 3855 Bruce Rd. 4, Formosa/Teeswater / 519-392-6046 

 

OTHER ADVERTISER SERVICES: 

BURLINGTON Compass Quilt Company (longarm service)  289-230-4310 

BURLINGTON Kay’s Quilting & Long Arm Service  H 905-332-0363 / C 289-439-2388 

BURLINGTON Honeybee Quilt Studio (longarm service) honeybeequiltstudio.ca   

BURLINGTON Judy Lyons, Quilt Appraiser  905-639-2441   

BURLINGTON          Sew Tec (sewing machine repairs)  905-638-3814  

BURLINGTON         Darla Youldon, ReMax  289-888-1987 
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Upcoming 2023 Quilting Events    

March 18       International Quilting Day (see poster on the right) 

March 24 to 25  Quilt Fever, Etobicoke QG,  

April 29 to 30     Reflections of Georgian Bay, Georgian Bay QG, Tiny 

May 26 to 28       Superior Quilt Show, Thunder Bay QG, Thunder Bay 

June 2 to 3         Muskoka Quilt Show, Pine Tree QG of Muskoka,  

                           Bracebridge 

 

June 2 to 4      Quilts Kingston 2023,  

                          Limestone QG and Kingston Heirloom Quilters, Kingston 

June 8 to 10      Quilt Canada 2023, Halifax, Nova Scotia   

June 10 to 11    Stitching Among Friends, Quilting Corners Guild, Alliston 
 

June 16 to 17    Stitches in Bloom, Chatham-Kent QG, Chatham 

Sept. 7 to 9        Northern Quiltfest, The Quilt Barn, Earlton  

                            (Hwy 11, north of Temagami)   

tel:9056310894

