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Halton Quilters Guild
... celebrating 44 years of quilting and friendship!

February 3, 2022 President’s Message

Darla Youldon

We continue to meet
via Zoom at this time. We continue to receive wonderful donations of fabric, much of it thanks
Guests may join us for $5.
Send a request via the HQG
Facebook page or email
haltonquilters@gmail.com .
Next Meeting: March 3 , 2022
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4
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6
9

to clients of mine who are downsizing. While most is saved for Comfort
Quilts, New Member Gifts (to distribute when we can meet in person)
and our Penny Sale, we are bursting at the seams, storing it where we
can. Some fabric has also been offered as prizes at guild meetings on
Zoom or on our Facebook Members page. We know many of you make
Comfort Quilts from fabric in your personal stash. So, remember to
check in periodically as there may be something you might use! And if
you haven’t signed up for either as yet, Cheryl Laine is always willing
to help or simply answer questions (see Page 5). Thank you, Cheryl!

Guild Information
We continue to meet using Zoom and look forward to seeing you each
Programme
month!
Warmly, Darla
Social Media
Please join us at 7 p.m.
Block of the Month
on Thursday, February 3rd.
The Tec Files
As earlier announced, discussions about our meetings are ongoing with
the City of Burlington. Due to the current situation, these talks are on
hold, and we will continue to meet via Zoom for the time being.

2022/2023 Executive Positions

Jean Decaire

It's time to start thinking about how you might volunteer for our next Guild year (July 2022
to September 2023). Open positions on the Executive will be announced at the February
meeting and we're asking you to consider volunteering for one of these important roles.
Many of our current Executive team have graciously held their positions beyond their
two year terms and will be stepping down. Their positions will need to be filled to ensure
the smooth running of the Guild next year.

YOUR GUILD IS COUNTING ON YOU!!!
VOLUNTEERING - After all, it’s YOUR guild!
THINK about getting INVOLVED!
ASKING questions is not a commitment.
TALK to any member of the Executive.
www.HaltonQuiltersGuild.ca
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Newsletter Deadline:
Please send items for the
March issue of Snippets by
February 17th.

Susan Atherton

(see the Membership List)
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Halton Quilters Guild 2021 - 2022
Members of the Executive
President

Darla Youldon

Vice-President

Leann Goodall

Past President

Jean Decaire

Newsletter Distribution:

Secretary

Karen St. Aubin

Email: Barb Ross
Trouble getting your newsletter
by email? Please let me know.

Treasurer

Cathy Lamothe

(see the Membership List)

Website:
www.haltonquiltersguild.ca
Past issues are available on
the guild website.

Membership
New Member Ambassadors
Outreach (Comfort Quilts)
Outreach (Neonatal)
Outreach (Quilts of Valour)

Marilyn McKague and Debbie Biller
Sue Curran, Joanne Ellis, Gloria Bilous
Kay Boyd
Ermy Akers and Pamela Simons
Alison McDonald

Programme

Cheryl Laine

2022/23 HQG EXECUTIVE

Workshops

Katherine Hunter

Volunteers are needed for
the next Guild year!

Mystery Quilt

Katherine Hunter

Thinking about helping YOUR
guild? Have questions?
Please contact Jean Decaire
(see the Membership List).

Advertising Rates
Business card
(8 issues + 1 free)
Quarter page
(8 issues + 1 free)
Half page
(8 issues + 1 free)
Full page
(8 issues + 1 free)

$ 15 / mo.
$ 120 / yr.
$ 30 / mo.
$ 240 / yr.
$ 40 / mo.
$ 320 / yr.
$ 55 / mo.
$ 440 / yr.

When visiting our advertisers,
please let them know you saw
their ad in this newsletter!

Susan Atherton

Editor / Advertising Co-ordinator

haltonquilters@gmail.com

Block of the Month
Social
Library
50 / 50 Draw
Newsletter / Advertising
Newsletter Distribution
Website
Social Media

Janet Fisher and Donna Vetter
2
Sarah McCarthy + 1
Sheila Keating and Brenda Forsey
Susan Atherton
Barb Ross
Susan Atherton
Cheryl Laine

Photographer

Desiree Thyme

Historian

Desiree Thyme

What Do YOU Want to See in Snippets?
Do you have suggestions on what you’d like to see added (or
changed) in YOUR newsletter? Please let me know!
Share YOUR quilt photos and stories in Snippets
and, as always, I am looking for photos for the
“Quilting is” piece.
Please email your comments, photos or stories to
Susan Atherton. (see the Membership List)
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Mark Your Calendars - THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2022
As in-person meetings remain cancelled until further notice, the Halton Quilters
Guild will continue to hold ZOOM MEETINGS to help us all keep in touch. Unless
otherwise notified, these meetings will start at 7:00 pm on the first Thursday of
each month (September to June).
The Zoom link is emailed out a week before the guild meeting and a reminder sent the day before.
If you haven’t received the link by the day of the meeting, please contact Barbara Ross* or Cheryl
Laine* for the link.
(*see the Membership List)

Secretary

Karen St. Aubin

Do you know a guild member who would appreciate receiving a sympathy or get well
card? Please contact me via email or phone.
(see the Membership List)

Membership

Marilyn McKague and Debbie Biller

Get the word out! Let your quilting friends know that the Halton Quilters Guild welcomes
new members to join us for our monthly meeting on Zoom. Anyone interested may
contact Marilyn McKague* via email to haltonquilters@gmail.com.
(*see the Membership List)

50/50 Draw

Sheila Keating and Brenda Forsey

CONGRATULATIONS to Cathy Marion who won $25.00 at the January meeting.
Good luck to everyone in 2022!

Sew and Share Slide Shows
Please send the photos of your quilts to Desiree
Thyme* and she will add them to the slide show for
February.
(*see the Membership List)

Outreach

Another quote that applies to quilters.

“The measure of your life will not be in
what you have accumulated but in what

you give away.”

Wayne Dyer
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Cheryl Laine

At our second guild meeting of the new year Tara Sinclair of UhOh Creations
will join us via Zoom from Calgary, Alberta. As quilters, we don’t only create
quilts. We use our fabrics for other fun projects such as bags, purse or totes.
If you’ve made any bags, you may recognize her pattern company name, UhOh
Creations! Tara will share bags from her designs and other designers, as well
as some resources for materials and supplies specific to bag-making.
Like many artistic people, Tara started quilting to be more creative and had the
opportunity to test a bag pattern. Her bag making world exploded from
that point on, as she shared new designs almost weekly. Now Tara
creates fun and useful bags for every occasion.
For inspiration check out Tara’s website
https://www.uhohcreations.com.
(Editor: Here’s a test of your memory. Is there
something familiar in the photo on the far right?)
Chat Comments from the January Guild Meeting with Lorna Constantini
A chorus of THANK YOUS appeared on the chat comments after Lorna finished her presentation.
Thank you. I have been inspired.
Great Presentation. Thank you.
I really enjoyed this evening and Lorna’s thoughts and ideas.
And while for many of us “hand” quilting is limited to the binding, Janet Fisher noted that
“During covid I watched many YouTube videos and taught myself to hand quilt. I love it. You need
to develop finger muscle memory and then you’re set.”

judy.lyons35@gmail.com
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Our guild offers so many ways for members to keep in touch!

ZOOM MEETINGS continue to provide us with the opportunity to “meet” and enjoy speakers
from across Canada. Have a computer? Give it a try! There’s lots of room. A meeting
can easily accommodate 98 members. Need help getting started? Contact Cheryl Laine*.
FACEBOOK “MEMBERS ONLY” Do you use Facebook? Our guild has its own page for
members! It’s simple to join. Find Halton Quilters Guild Members on Facebook, request
to join, answer the question “Are you a member?” and agree to the 3 simple group rules.
It’s a great way to share works in progress and see the finished quilts.
INSTAGRAM Thanks to Dayna McCarthy*, our guild has reactivated its Instagram account.
Have Facebook? You can log in to Instagram with the same credentials.
How to find us on Instagram:
* On your desktop: https://www.instagram.com/haltonquiltersguild/
* On a mobile phone /iPad/tablet: download the Instagram app, then search “haltonquiltersguild”
* Post your photos on your own profile and use hashtag #haltonquiltersguild
WEEKLY CHATS let us stay in touch and chat with other Guild members. Drop by and say “hello",
and see what other members are doing. Enjoy a chat for as long or as short a time as you wish.
Morning Chat @ 10:30 am - every Monday (holidays excepted)
Happy Hour Chat @ 7:00 pm - every Wednesday
(*see Membership List)
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Block of the Month

Janet Fisher and Donna Vetter

This 12” block made its debut
under this name in the late
1930s. It is also known as
Flying Birds, Flock of Geese
and Birds in the Air.

While these birds are all the same, let’s
see what it looks like as a scrappy quilt!

Here are five blocks by four in a variety of colourful
scraps!

The quilt shows five
blocks by four, with
a 3 " border .

Fabric Requirements (not including border)
Colour 1 needs 12 MEDIUM and DARK
value 2 7/8” squares PER BLOCK.
Colour 2 needs one 6 7/8” x 13 3/4” strip
AND one 2 7/8 x 17 1/4” strip.
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How did you know that the thief was a quilter? She seemed to be following a pattern.

www.sanityhill.ca
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THE TEC FILES

Paul Taylor

Episode 4: A Stitch in Place Saves Face
Did you know that, when you are sewing, a quarter-inch isn't always a quarter of an inch?
The left-to-right position of the needle on your machine can change. It's not supposed to, but it can,
and sometimes does, for any of several mechanical or electronic reasons. For all that I know, the
phases of the moon may affect it. No, not really - but sometimes it "seams" that way. (Good one,
Paul!) The needle position can sometimes change when your machine is serviced. Part of my job
is to make sure that the needle is correctly positioned, so, if it's not right, then I fix it. I always try to
mention that when I've had to adjust the needle position, but it's possible that I forget sometimes.
Why do you care? Well, you're quilters! You live and die a quarter-inch at a time by the seams you
sew. And if that "quarter-inch" changes in the middle of a project - well, need I say more?

It's easy to check whether the needle position has changed. Set your machine up as you would for
piecing and then take the seam of some work that you've already done and pretend you're going to
stitch it again. Turn the handwheel until the tip of the needle just enters the fabric. If the needle is
in line with the original stitching, then your new seams will match the old ones. If the needle doesn't
line up, move it left or right as necessary. Make a note of how far you had to move it, and use this
setting to finish your project. At the start of a new project you won't have to do this, but it would be
a good time to measure a seam you've just sewn to determine how close to a quarter of an inch it is.
It's a good idea to check your seam width every
once in a while, "just because". Who wants to
re-sew half-a-quilt's worth of blocks just to get
seams lined up and the points sharp? By the
way, you ALWAYS need to do this check if you
change machines in the middle of the project, or
if you're working on a project that somebody else
started. Don't take that quarter-inch for granted!
If you do, it could cost you a lot of "blue air"!
(Editor: Paul, this is a good reminder for many
of us, I am sure!)
Needle-ss to say,
… telling you a joke about a
blunt needle is pointless.
… I had a joke about a needle in
the haystack written somewhere,
but I can't find it.
… every time I start sewing, I
can knot find my needles.
… I needle the help I can get for
this sewing project.
… I thought of learning how to
sew, but I didn't have all the
equipment. Needle-ss to say,
this didn't get me very far.
Sewing Puns — Kidadi Team
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Are you interested in receiving
the Northcott Monthly Newsletter?
Visit www.northcott.com, click on
“About Us” and then click on
“Contact Us” to sign up.
Get news from Northcott right to your
inbox! See the latest collections
shipped to stores, get free patterns,
hear about the latest news as well as
enjoy sneak peek highlights about
upcoming collections and events.

